FEW Windy City Chapter



Meeting Minutes - Draft
Wednesday, August 17, 2011, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
77 W. Jackson Blvd., 

Call-In Phone Number: (712) 432-1620 access code 716786#

Participants:  Meeting attendees:  Lashana Johnson, Adrianne Callahan, Jacqueline Wasik, Carmen Maso, Kendra Kozak

On the phone:  Carzella Pritchett, Brenita Betts, Rhonda Flynn 
Guest: Sonya Staples
Commencement – Adrianne Callahan 
Meeting was called to Order at 11:30 am, Adrianne introduced the current officers.
Toastmasters Presentation – Carmen Maso, DTM, gave a wonderful and brief toastmasters presentation on “Know Your Audience”. Presentation slides were submitted to members via hardcopy, email and are available on the Chapter website www.windycityfew.org.

New Business 

Legislative Updates – Adrianne provided an overview of  Legislative Chair Gail Baruch’s current legislative update which includes bills that will affect the federal government workforce. FEW does have a paid lobbyist & a committee that makes sure we are properly informed regarding these issues. Pay attention to Capwiz; be sure to use your personal computer and not your work computers when pulling up Capwiz, www.capwiz.org. There are 11 bills that could potentially affect our federal workforce.

Members need to update your FEW profile and ensure your home address and/or a personal email address and a personal phone number for the purposes of any important issues that may come up. Some legislative items cannot be sent to work emails. 
Adrianne talked about the American Cancer Society Postcard Campaign. We would like for everyone to fill out a card or send Adrianne your name and she will fill out a card for you. All cards will be dropped off to the American Cancer Society and the ACS will drop cards off to political officials. The goal for the chapter is 30. So please send an email to info@windycityfew.org so we can meet our goal. 

Treasurer’s Reports – The reports for March 2011, April 2011 and May 2011 were sent to the members via email. Adrianne turned over authority to the Vice-president so she could report out on the treasurer’s reports. Adrianne made a motion to accept the treasurer reports subject to audit. Carzella seconded the motion; motion carried. 

NTP Overview – Jackie reported out about the conference, she stated she had a wonderful time and that Adrianne played Vanna Black for Awards Ceremony. Adrianne was also the scholarship winner from Grantham University. Jackie gave highlights on pink Thursday, participants were presented with illuminated bags that were placed in the center of the room to make a big pink ribbon. Games were played; the money that was won during the games was donated to the breast cancer awareness fund. She also participated in the shadowing experience which was enjoyable. She learned what other chapters were doing for the community and their members.

Raffle Drawing – 227 tickets were sold, the chapter raised $382, funds from the raffle will provide one chapter member a scholarship to attend the October RTP and pay for one night of lodging for that member. Congratulations to: Matthew Raimondi, who won a $100 gas card. The chapter member who sold the most raffle tickets was Carmen Maso, she will receive a gift that will be pulled out of the FEW incentive bag. Carmen sold 43 tickets.  
RTP 2011 – anyone that registers by September 1, will be entered into a drawing for one night of room stay at the hotel. Two scholarships are available to cover the RTP registration; one is through the Region and the other through the Chapter, members are encouraged to apply for both. We are looking for politicians to come to our meet and greet on 10/13. 
The chapter is also looking for vendors for our October RTP. If you know of anyone who may be interested in showcasing their business and potentially making a profit from RTP attendees and other hotel guests, please let us know so we can get exhibitor forms out to them. 

If you would like to help out at the RTP, please send an email to info@windycityfew.org and try to attend our 9/21 and 10/12 planning meetings. 

Membership Outreach and Drive – On September 7, 2011, the Emerging Leaders Network for EPA will be having a meet and greet at 77 W. Jackson Blvd., 12th Floor, Lake Michigan Room from 11:30 am. – 1:00 p.m. The chapter is looking for members from other agencies to come out and volunteer to sit at the FEW Windy City Chapter table. Also if you are at other agencies and you want to have a membership drive at your agency please let us know. 

Fall Fundraiser – We will be starting our “My Pan” fundraiser on September 1 through December 31, 2011. Proceeds from this fundraiser will fund a scholarship for 1 member to attend the 2012 NTP. My pan is a company that you can purchase engraved bake ware, recipes boxes, cutting boards, mugs, utensils etc from, you can add your personal message to any item you purchase, so when you go to that special party and you bring a dish, your dish will not disappear because your name is on it. Please contact Lashana Johnson at (312) 886-4070 or lashanajohnson@att.net if you would like to have your brochure and price list/order form, emailed or mailed to you. Carzella, stated she wanted hers electronically, Brenita stated she wanted hers sent hard copy and Rhonda stated she wants hers electronically and hard copy. Everything will be posted on the website for everyone to look at. We will be sending out an email to see what members want to participate. We have targeted October 20th to be our first submission date and the items should be delivered by November 10th, and the second submission date will be November 18th and the items should be delivered by December 10th. 
Fundraising Ideas – Brenita suggested that we check in to doing the Butter Braid fundraiser along with the fall fundraiser. If you have any other ideas, please send them to Lashana Johnson our fundraising chair, lashanajohnson@att.net.

Committee Chair Designations – The chapter is looking for chairs for the following committee: Compliance. Carzella has graciously volunteered to chair our Diversity committee, so as of right now we have the following committee chairs: Gail – Legislative, 

Cyd – Scholarship, Lashana – Fundraising, Brenita – Newsletter. If you would like to join any of these committees please don’t hesitate to contact those chairs or send an email to info@windycityfew.org.  

Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 12:30 pm.  
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